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Ricardo advice helps nations set-out low 
carbon ambitions ahead of Paris Conference 
 
Ahead of the crucial 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) to 

be held in Paris in December 2015, Ricardo Energy & 

Environment’s technical insight has helped more than 15 

countries – with a combined population of more than 500 

million – prepare their contributions to the global effort to 

restrict atmospheric temperature increase to less than two 

degrees Celsius over the pre-industrial level 

 

More than 150 nations have now submitted Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions (INDC) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) in response to the call to set out clear national strategies on how they will 

respond to the challenge of climate change. Ricardo Energy & Environment’s climate 

change team has supported policy makers in more than 15 of these countries by 

helping them to identify cost-effective emission reduction opportunities and quantify the 

greenhouse gas emissions which would be avoided.  

 

Working closely with national governments, the team has advised on how to select fair 

and ambitious levels of climate change action that reflect the nations’ development 

goals. Ricardo’s specialists have also reviewed the risks facing climate vulnerable 

regions from increased global temperatures, and suggested practical adaptation 

actions to respond to the increasing impacts of climate change.    
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In addition to advising individual governments, Ricardo Energy & Environment has 

worked with Climate & Development Knowledge Network to produce “A Guide to 

INDCs” which provided practical guidance on preparing and drafting an INDC tailored 

to the specific needs of least developed countries and small island developing states.  

 

After COP21 Ricardo Energy & Environment’s climate change team will be supporting 

countries to develop the policies, institutional capacity and reporting systems required 

to implement and deliver their INDC commitments. 

 

Chris Dodwell, Ricardo Energy & Environment’s international director, said: “We are 

proud to have supported countries around the world – ranging from developed nations 

to least developing countries and small islands - in their efforts to develop fair and 

ambitious contributions to the global response to climate change. Every country faces 

its own unique challenges in determining how it will tackle climate change, and we 

have helped countries ensure their INDCs stimulate practical low carbon measures 

aligned with their national development goals. All countries now share the common 

challenge of putting their INDCs into action.  We need to build on the momentum 

generated by the Paris COP21 to turn the potential identified in these INDCs into 

reality.” 

 

For more information on how our extensive experience is helping UNFCCC partners 

develop, implement and report on the impact of the climate changes policies, visit:  

http://ee.ricardo.com/cms/INDC/  
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
 
 
Ricardo Energy & Environment is a leading sustainability consultancy, helping clients to 
respond to environmental challenges and opportunities around the world. Its team of over 
450 staff draws on an impressive heritage supporting governments and businesses for 
over 40 years. The consultancy is an operating division of Ricardo plc. 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With 
almost a century of delivering value through technology, our client list includes the world's 
major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of 
respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve 
sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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